
In This Issue:

vvvv

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\...\Pdf 1.jpg TRIANNUAL NEWSLETTER

Soule Kindred Newsletter
Library of Congress: C371, Vol. LVI, No. 3 Fall 2022

Christmas
and

New Year’s Eve
in

Colonial America
p. 9

Soule Kindred
Remembers

Virginia Hayes
and

Judith Hughes

p. 6

Search Our
Newsletters!

p. 10

A descendant of
Mayflower passenger,
George Soule, John
Payson Soule was a
photographer and
publisher based mainly in
Boston, Massachusetts,
and Seattle, Washington.
His lineage is as follows:
George Soule, John,
Moses, Barnabas, John,
Benjamin, John, John P.

John P. Soule was born in
Phillips, Maine, on
October 16, 1828. He was
the first son born to John
and Mary True Soule. In
the 1830s, the family
moved to Turner, Maine.
His younger brother,
William Stinson (1836-
1908) would eventually
follow in his footsteps and
also become a
photographer. We
previously published
articles on Will Soule

written by Marcy Kelly (see the Fall 2009, Vol. XXXXIII, No. 4 and
Fall 2018, Vol LII, No. 3 issues of Soule Kindred Newsletter).

John married Harriet Campbell on February 22, 1848, and they
had three children: Lucie, Hattie and Franklin. After living in
Georgetown, Maine, and in Boston, the family settled in Malden,
Massachusetts. From 1846-1856, John pursued business
opportunities in Portland, ME, New York and Boston. He
collaborated with machinist and draftsman John Rogers and
opened Rogers & Soule, Printsellers in Boston in late 1857.

John P. Soule, a Prolific and
Cutting-Edge Photographer of

the 19th Century
By Kathleen Kingman

Continued on page 4

John P. Soule, on the steps of the
Soule home, 1353 32nd Ave S.
Seattle, 1899-1900
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Editor’s Comments:
Greetings this holiday season from Soule Kindred in America!
Wherever you may be, in the company of family or friends, or
snuggled up under a blanket ready to read this issue of our
newsletter, I hope you are healthy and happy.
It has been a big year in our country and the world. Changes,
challenges and trying for a “new normal” on the tail of three
years of the pandemic. What a great thing it was to have a
live Soule Kindred Reunion in Plymouth and Duxbury, MA,
this year! Thanks again to Lori Soule, Sara Soule-Chapman
and everyone else who worked so hard to make it happen.
Like our Pilgrim ancestors, Soules are not afraid of hard work.
I hope you enjoy the article about pioneering and hard-
working photographer John P. Soule (cover), who produced
many intriguing photos in the mid-to late-19th century.
Thanks to Andy Turner for the story idea!
After a hard day’s work, it can be so satisfying to relax, read
and learn. Please check out the new way to Search Our
Newsletters! (Page 10).
As you enjoy your traditions this season, read about what the
Pilgrims would do on Christmas and New Year’s (page 9).
Best to all in 2023!
Kathleen Kingman, Editor
kathleenkingman@yahoo.com
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President’s Corner
                   December 12, 2022
Greetings cousins and friends!
I’m writing this while listening to holiday music and enjoying the lights of the Christmas season.
Soule Kindred has had a busy year…
We started the year welcoming three new board members – Judy Shaw, Pat Tilley and Roland Tufts.
Our annual meeting was held in April, followed by an interesting presentation from Becket Soule about
the ships, Little James and Anne.
In July, we gathered for a fun-filled reunion weekend in Plymouth and Duxbury. I always enjoy going
back to Plymouth, being steeped in history and sharing time with friends – old and new.  Thanks to the
Reunion Committee: Sara Soule-Chapman, Kendra Richards Ohmann, Cynthia Stone and Lori Soule.
In September, we suddenly lost Judy Hughes. Judy was a mainstay of this organization for years. I
think she must have held practically every position over the years but the one she held most dear was
Lineage Assistance Committee Chair.  She truly enjoyed helping others find their Soule connection.
She is sorely missed.
This fall, we elected three board members for the 2023-2025 term. Becket Soule was reelected for a
second term. Two new members are joining the board – Cynthia Stone and Kenneth Roberts.
The new board met last week to ensure we are ready to start the new year. I will continue as President
and Roland Tufts will continue as Treasurer. Cynthia Stone has agreed to fill the role of Vice President
and Judy Shaw is taking on the Secretary role.
In addition to the board, we always welcome volunteers to join our various committees. The
Membership Committee could use some extra help.  The committee is seeking ideas to bring in new
members and help follow up on renewals. Be sure to see our website for information about all the
committees you might be interested in (https://soulekindred.org/committees).

Chris Schlosser
SKA President
christine.schlosser@gmail.com

Soule Kindred Board and Officers Announced!
The 2023 - 2025 New Board Members are:

W. Becket Soule (continuing in his second term) wbsoule1620@gmail.com
Cynthia Stone stonecynthia49@gmail.com
Kenneth D. Roberts usmcplc1968@gmail.com

The officers for 2023 are as follows:

President - Chris Schlosser christine.schlosser@gmail.com
Vice President - Cynthia Stone stonecynthia49@gmail.com
Secretary - Judy Shaw jauershaw@gmail.com
Treasurer - Roland Tufts rtufts@comcast.net
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John P. Soule continued
The next year, John began studying photography and by 1859 was an
apprentice to New England photographic pioneer, Jessie Wallace (JW) Black.
He was then hired by the Bierstadt Brothers (Albert, Charles and Edward).
In 1860 Soule joined the Bierstadt Brothers on a photographic expedition to
the White Mountains of New Hampshire. He was responsible for selecting
vantage points for landscape photographs.
Upon returning to Boston, John set out on his own, founding his business,
which he called simply John P. Soule. At the end of the Civil War, he
documented the combat destruction at locations such as Fort Sumter and
Fort Moultrie. Next, he began reproducing famous art works, including
Michelangelo’s paintings in the Sistine Chapel and figurines of ancient Egypt,
Greece and Rome.
He operated The John P. Soule Company on Washington Street in Boston
from 1861-1882. As a photographer, his subjects in Boston included
buildings, the 1869 National Peace Jubilee, the great fire of 1872, and carte-
de-visite (calling card) portraits. He also photographed the 1866 fire in
Portland, Maine.

The carte-de-visite trend helped spread political
attitudes of the time with photographs and art
printed on cardboard cards that could be
distributed widely. The carte-de-visite shown at
right, entitled “Emancipation”, personifies the
nation as a white woman who wraps a large
American flag around two slaves. J.P. Soule is
credited as photographer and a John Sowle is
credited as publisher.
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Continued on next page
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John P. Soule joined the Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Company of
Massachusetts in 1865 and belonged
to the Freemasons. He exhibited
works in the Charitable Mechanic’s
exhibitions of 1850 and 1874, where
he received a bronze medal.
He added to his success when he
began publishing stereographic views
in 1875. Stereographs were a very
popular form of photography in the
19th century. Using a special camera,
photographers would take two nearly
identical images which, when printed
side by side, would appear as a three-
dimensional image when viewed
through a set of special lenses called
a stereoscope.
John also photographed whimsical
art pieces such as “Frogs on
Promenade” and “A Male and
Female Frog Courting, Watched by
a Frog Voyeur”.
In 1882 John passed the business
on to his brother William, and a
partner, William Everett. The new
team changed the company’s name
to the Soule Photographic
Company. The Soule Photographic
Co. specialized in photographing the exteriors and interiors of buildings,
mainly in Boston and its surrounding suburbs and summer communities
including the works of major architects, such as Peabody and Stearns,
Arthur Little and Henry Hobson Richardson.
On December 7, 1884, John’s wife, Harriet, passed away. He left Boston and traveled west,
photographing in Colorado and Utah along the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad and in Salt Lake City.
In 1888, John Soule moved to Seattle, where he continued to work as a photographer. He
photographed the aftermath of the Seattle Fire of 1889 (see photo below) and rebuilding.
John P. Soule continued to live in Seattle and occasionally take photographs of the growing city
until his death in 1904.

John P. Soule continued

Faneuil Hall, Boston. 19th Century Stereographic Card, Photo by
John P. Soule.

“Skeleton Leaves”. Photo by John P. Soule.
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Soule Kindred Remembers Virginia Hayes

Virginia (Ginny) Lehman Hayes, 87, passed away on
November 6, 2021, at her home in Kendallville, IN.
[George, Susannah (Soule) West, Susannah (West)
Barber, Joseph, Susanna (Barber) Rathbun, Jonathon,
Chaplin, Jeannette (Rathbun) Cleveland, Clark
Rathbun, Irvin Lesle, Helen Alma (Cleveland) Lehman].

Virginia was born on October 9, 1934, in Ashtabula,
Ohio to Menno I. and Helen (Cleveland) Lehman. She
married Joseph B. Hayes on November 30, 1957, in
Berne, Indiana.

A graduate of Berne-French Township High School in
Berne, Indiana, and Baldwin Wallace College in Berea,
Ohio, she taught home economics in Rochester, NY,
and Portland, IN. She trained as a swim instructor as
a staff member at Chester YWCA in Chester, PA. After
the family relocated to Kendallville, IN, she continued
swim instruction at Bixler Lake. When the Cole Center
YMCA of Kendallville opened, she served as the Aquatic
Director and the Executive Director. Her most loved
job was teaching swimming to community members
aged 6 months to 88 years.

Mrs. Hayes was also the Assistant General Manager of
the Potawatomi Inn at Pokagon State Park. As the
Special Events Coordinator for the Indiana State Park
Inns, she ran the Elderhostel/Rhodes Scholar, and the
Road Rally programs.

A member of The Indiana Descendants of the Mayflower, Virginia served on the Executive
Committee as Board Secretary. She was a member of the Pokagon Chapter of DAR, the
Indiana Descendants of the Mayflower Society, Soule Kindred in America, Quest Club and
Trinity Church United Methodist.

Virginia enjoyed traveling and planning reunions for her high school classmates,
Elderhostel and family. She also wrote histories for her family members, including her
husband, her Descendants of the Mayflower mother, and Swiss ancestry father,
grandfather and great grandfather in Berne, IN.

She is survived by two daughters, Susan (Christopher) Courter of Fairfield, OH, and Judith
(Craig) Huss of Rancho Palos Verdes, CA; four grandchildren, Jeremy (Tasha) Courter,
Joshua (Dora) Courter, Keila Huss and Henry Huss; and four great-grandchildren, Ben
Courter, Jack Courter, Juno Courter and Mace Menno Courter. She is also survived by a
niece and two nephews and their families.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband, Joseph in 2015, a son, Robert in
1987 and a sister, Barbara Lehman Henderson in 2012.

Continued on next page
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Soule Kindred Remembers Virginia Hayes continued

  Did you know…
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Between 1620 and 1630

there were several ships in

England with the name

Mayflower. In 1628, two

ships bearing the name

Mayflower arrived in Salem

and Plymouth. However, it

has been determined with

some certainty that neither

of those ships were the

Mayflower of 1620.

Virginia was a big supporter of Soule Kindred in America after
becoming a member in 2006. She helped create a memorable
experience for many as Chair and host of the 2015 SKA Reunion,
Oct. 22-24, 2015, in Fort Wayne, Indiana. For those of you that were
lucky enough to attend, you probably recall highlights such as the
turn-of-the-20th century Beaux Arts-style Allen County Courthouse,
the 1930 Art Deco Lincoln Bank Tower, and the Embassy Theatre,
built in 1928 and current home of the Fort Wayne Philharmonic
Orchestra. The Banquet Dinner, always a focal point of our reunions,
included an artifact “Show and Tell” where cousins brought in Soule
treasures to share with the group. These included an original land
grant, a mysterious “George Soule” pewter plate, and most unusual
of all, a tool (hand-made and owned by George Wilberforce Soulé,
Soule Kindred Newsletter, Vol. 44, No. 2) for whittling down and
smoothing an irritating prosthetic leg.
In her article about the 2015 SKA Reunion in the Fall 2015 issue,
Vol. XXXXIX, No.3 of Soule Kindred Newsletter, Karen McNally wrote
the following:
A big thank you goes to the 2015 reunion committee. Ginny Hayes,
Chair; Irene Sowle Elliott; Patricia Gleason; Michael Sowle; Janet
Carper and Susan Courter did a fabulous job of organizing the
reunion and making everyone feel welcomed. Even the group photo
was well-organized in order to achieve a great picture AND attach a
name to each person in the photo. Not an easy task! But Ginny and
her team did it as you can see on the cover.
Thank you, Ginny. Your Soule cousins honor you.
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Judith Ann Hughes, 81, passed away on
September 28, 2022. She descended in three
unique ways from George Soule -

(1) George, John, Joshua, Joseph, Joshua, Joshua,
Joshua, William Nelson, Leslie, Mildred Loving
(Soule) Coolidge, William Nelson;

(2) George, John, Joseph, Alethea (Soule)
Cushman, Mary (Cushman) Soule, Joshua,
Joshua, William Nelson, Leslie, Mildred Loving
(Soule) Coolidge, William Nelson;

(3) George, Mary (Soule) Peterson, Mary (Peterson)
Soule, Alethea (Soule) Cushman, Mary (Cushman)
Soule, Joshua, Joshua, William Nelson, Leslie,
Mildred Loving (Soule) Coolidge, William Nelson.

Judith was born April 13, 1941, in Cincinnati,
Ohio, to the late William Coolidge and Dorothea
Forthman Coolidge.

She lived most of her adult life in the south,
including the beautiful mountains of western
North Carolina. She graduated from a three-year
nursing education program in Augusta, Georgia,
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing

from the Medical College of Georgia, a Master of Science in Family Health Nursing from Clemson
University, and a Doctorate in Education in Adult and Community College Education from North
Carolina State University.

Judy Hughes was a Registered Nurse, a nurse educator, mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother. She was an active member of Soule Kindred in America, serving on the Board of
Directors as Treasurer. Judy created the Soule Kindred in America Membership Directory, served
on the Soule Kindred Newsletter Committee and Chaired the Lineage Assistance Committee.

Judy enjoyed traveling, family history and genealogy. She also loved assisting others. She was an
active Disaster Services Human Resource for the American Red Cross, the Captain of the
Disaster Action Team in her community and taught Emergency Preparedness and other
American Red Cross classes.

Judith was a member of several societies: United Daughters of the Confederacy, Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR), the Mayflower Society, and Soule Kindred in America. She was a
Nursing Educator at Southwestern Community College until retirement. She was of the
Methodist faith and a member of Hickory Knoll Methodist Church. She enjoyed the fellowship in
her church and other community groups including the Senior Games.

Judith is survived by her son, Robert Hughes (Vivian) of Franklin; her daughter, Tara Doster
(Joe) of Franklin; grandchildren, Tyler Hughes, Tucker Hughes, Debbie Hunter, Tommy Ammons,
Cassie Doster and Carrie Whitton; and great grandchildren, Emily Hunter, Cayden Hunter, and
Payton Seymour. In addition to her parents, Judith was preceded in death by her husband,
Robert Hughes.

We all know of Judy's dedication to Soule Kindred and many members enjoyed being with her in
Plymouth earlier this summer at the 2022 Reunion. She will be missed.

Soule Kindred Remembers Judith Hughes
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Christmas and New Year’s Eve
in Colonial America

by Kathleen Kingman

Pilgrims Didn’t Do Christmas
It might be hard to imagine the Christmas season without Santa, hanging stockings and
giving gifts, but most of these traditions didn’t get started until the 19th century.

The Separatists who came over on the Mayflower were looking for a “purer” form of
Christianity. They wanted to strip it of Roman Catholic traditions they saw as excessive,
including Christmas.

Christmas had roots in the pagan Roman winter festival of Saturnalia, as well as the Norse
festival of Yule. In the 17th century, celebrations of Christmas in England lasted for nearly
two weeks—from the day recognized as the birth of Jesus, December 25, to Twelfth Day,
January 6. During this time, people engaged in much merriment: drinking, feasting,
gambling and going to masquerade balls. The Pilgrims in Plymouth would have none of that!

They treated their first Christmas in the New World as just one more working day. Governor
William Bradford noted in his diary that they began building the colony’s first house on
December 25, 1620.

The following year, when a group of newly arrived settlers refused to work on Christmas Day,
Bradford acquiesced until they could become “better informed.” But he drew a firm line after
he found them playing games while everyone else worked.

“If they made the keeping of it [Christmas] a matter of devotion, let them keep their houses,”
Bradford wrote. “But there should be no gaming or reveling in the streets.”

New Year’s Eve Was on March 24
In 1621 the New Year did not start on January 1. It
wasn’t because Gov. Bradford feared the Puritans
would have too much fun on New Year’s Eve—but
because England refused to go along with the rest
of Europe in adopting the Gregorian calendar.

The English year didn’t change until March 25, or
Lady Day, when Christians would celebrate the
Feast of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin. So,
in 1620, John Winthrop’s father, Adam, wrote in
his diary, “The new year beginneth,” on March 25.

England and her colonies finally accepted the new
calendar when Parliament passed the Calendar Act
of 1750. As of 1752, January 1 was officially the New Year and 11 days were dropped from
September. We should all be a bit grateful this got sorted out. In an attempt to avoid
confusion, for years there was “double dating”.

Historians generally listed both Old Style and New Style dates for pre-1752 records. Look up
Ethan Allen, for example, and you’ll see his dates listed as “January 21, 1738 [O.S. January
10, 1737] – February 12, 1789.” But that isn’t always the case. George Washington changed
his birthdate from Feb. 11, 1732, under the Julian calendar to Feb. 22, 1732, under the
Gregorian calendar.
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Search Our Newsletters!

Do you want to find that article you barely remember about re-creating your patriot company? Are
you planning a trip to Hawaii and remember there’s a Soule cousin with a natural shaved ice
business there, but you can’t remember the name? Or do you want to try your hand at making
some 17th Century English recipes and remember some were published in a long-ago issue of
Soule Kindred Newsletter, but you have no idea what year?
It's time to search our newsletters! This exciting new feature takes the place of the cumbersome
Indexes that were produced from 1967-2011. Before, you’d have to guess a year and pour over the
index looking for a keyword or name. Typically, you would need to use reading glasses and then
squint over the tiny, fuzzy print, going through index after index in search of your goal.
Now, all you need to do is simply google “Soule Kindred Newsletters” or go to our homepage at:
soulekindred.org and then hit the Newsletters tab.

Go ahead and type in the person, place
or thing you’re looking for. In seconds
your results will pop up and you might
have more than one to choose from.
Simply open a link and delve in.
If no results are found, you will be
prompted to check your spelling, use
different key words, etc. to refine your
search. Hopefully, you’ll find what you’re
looking for in this fast and easy way!
Happy Hunting!
Kathleen Kingman
Editor

https://soulekindred.org/
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Meet  the  Sou le  Kindred

Board of Directors
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Officers

Chris Schlosser
President

Cynthia Stone
Vice President

Judy Shaw
Secretary

Roland Tufts
Treasurer

Directors

Kendra Ohmann
Kenneth D. Roberts
Christine Schlosser

Judy Shaw
W. Becket Soule

Carol Sowle
Cynthia Stone

Pat Tilley
Roland Tufts

Contact
Information

Communication:
christine.schlosser@gmail.com

General Information:
info@soulekindred.org

Lineage Assistance Committee:
abt85750@comcast.net

Marketing:
kendraohmann@gmail.com

Membership Volunteer:
kendraohmann@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:
kathleenkingman@yahoo.com

Nominating:
barb7801@hctc.net

Research:
kirbychap@icloud.com

Scholarship:
helenasoule@gmail.com

Webmaster:
allysowle@gmail.com

If you’re looking for something unique for friends and family
this holiday season, consider a Soule Kindred gift
membership. It’s a gift that keeps giving all year,
supporting our work while informing your loved ones about
their family history.
To purchase a membership as a gift for someone, or to
renew your own, simply click here to find membership
options and forms.

Give the Gift of Membership!

Support the preservation of Soule heritage for future
generations. Click here to make a donation in someone’s
name as a gift, or to donate yourself.
You may choose the Colonel John Soule Research and
Publication Fund, the Soule Kindred Memorial Scholarship
Fund or the General Support Fund.

Gift a Donation!
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