THE SEARCH FOR THE ENGLISH ORIGINS OF
MAYFLOWER PASSENGER GEORGE SOUILE
PART 1: ECKINGTOM, CO. WORCESTER

By Caleb Johnson

Refore any artempt is made to ascertain the English origins ol Mupflower
passenger George Soule, it is important to hriefly summarize what is known about him.
Many of the more significant facts were recorded by William Bradford, governor of
Piymouth. In 1651, Bradford wrote several pages containing “L'he names of those which
cane over first, in v° year 1620 and were (by the blesing of God) the first bepiners, and
(in a sort) the foundation, of all the plantatioas, and colonices, in Mew-Fngland. (And their
Familiesy.™ DOn this list is (ound:

Mr. Edward Winsiow
Elizabeth his wili, &

2 men servants, caled
Gicorg Sowle, und

Flias Story; alsa a litle
girle wus put o him caled
Ellen, thc sister of Richard
Mﬂ]’E

George Soule was one of the signers of the “Mayflower Uompact,” according Lo
Mathanicl Morton who first reconded the numes ol Lhe SIg.m:ra inx his 1669 book, NVew
England’s Memorial® Gearge Soule received one acre in the 1623 Division of [and al
Plymouth "o the South side ol the brooke to the ba}'wardsf” In the 1627 Nivision of
Cattle. Genrge Soule is listed with his wife Mary and eldest son Zachariah, joined with
the family ol Richurd Warren. They received shares in ““ane of the 4 black Heyfers thar
came in the Jacoh caled the smooth horned Heyler and two shee goats.™

Since children during this time periad were very regularly named after their
parents and grandparcits, it is warth noting Ihe numes of George Soule’s children. He
und wife Mary had nine children: Zachariah, John, Nathanict, George, Susanna, Mary,
Elizaboth, Pationce, and Benjaumin. The names Zachariah, Nothaniel, Patience, and
Benjamin appear to he Puritan-influcnced narpes 1hal are not pmbdbl} t0 be found in
Ueorge’s parents. Children George and Mary were presumably named after their parcnts.
That leaves omly Jahn, Susanna, and Elizabeth as names that could have been inherited

from a grandparent.
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Others who have searched English records have had trouhle determining the age
0l George Svule—a necessary picce ol information to accurdlely formulate a theory on
his origins and climinate unncecssary candidates. Charlos K. Banks, writinp in (3,71,
Ridlon’s History, Biography and Genealogy of the Families Named Soule. Sowle and
Suulix (Lewiston, ME, 1926), at page 141, states that because “his age is nol known und
0 dogument has survived here which connects him with an FEnglish parish, twa prime
clues are lacking.” Nils Wilkes, in his fn Search nf Gearge Soufe of the Mayflower at
page 43, notes with a little more prevision, “George Soule must have been bom in
England somewhere between 1590 amd 1600,

However, it is possible for us to considerably narrow hig age from that piven by
Bunks/Ridlon and Wilkes. First, George Soule signed the *Mayflower Compact.” In
order to have done so, he needed to have been of lepal ape. On 8 Seplember 1623,
William Bradford wrote a letter to the Iinglish investors in the Pil grims’ jnint-stack
compuny (0 answer some of Lheir concerns and complaints about the povernment the
Pilgrims had established. Bradford wrote: “T ouching vur gavernment you are mistaken
il 'you think we admit women and children ... for they are excluded, as both reason and
nature teacheth they should be; neither do we admit any but. as are ahave the age of 21
years, and they also but only in some weighty matters, when we think good.™ Tn other
waords, the men over 21 in the colony were only alluwed 1o partivipale in government for
“same weighty matters.” and women and thase under 21 were barred from participation.
George Soule, therclore, was over 2] years of ape on 11 Nuvember 1620, and thus was
horm in 1399 ar earlier.

Additionally, George Soule cume in Lhe capacily of a “manservant™ to Gdward
Winslow. Manscrvants werc essentially apprentices, cxeept in many cases thev were not
being taught a specific trade, but were simply housed and fed by their master for a
cantraetual period of time, in exchange for labor. This was often donge when a father
died, leaving a wife and children withaut enough estate to care for themselves: or when a
{amily bocame 1o large w support itsell, The contractual period ol service ended at age
23, or sametimes earlier. So when George Soule came on the Muyflower as a manservant
for Edward Winslow, he must have been under 25 years of dge, meaning he was born
sometime after 1395, These facts place Gearge Soule’s birth at between 1595 and 1599,

Additionally, it can be noted that (ieorge Soule was not married in 1623. 1[a only
received one share in the Division of Land: if he were married he would have roccived
two shares. His future wife, Mary Buckett, arrived on the ship Amne in Iuly 1623, She is
lisled clsewhere in the Division of Land, reeeiving one share “on the south side of own
towards the eele-river.®” However, Cieorge and Mary were married and already had one
child by 22 May 1627, the date ol the Division of Cattle. So he was married at least by
1626, Ciearge Sonle would not have been eligihle to marry until his contract was up,
which normally would vceur when he reached the age of 25. [lis marriage right arcund
1624-1626 fits in perfectly with the chronolopy given above for a birth between 1595 and
1599,

Previous researchors seem 1o have assumed that Geo rge Seule’s eriging should be
found in co. Worcester, near the hirthplace of his master Fdward Winslow. Haowever,
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this need not be the case. Edward Winslow el co. Woreester for Londan by 14l ‘i
where he becaine a printer’s apprentice, and then left far Leiden, llolland by 1618.
Winslow probably made his contact with the Soule family through one of the other
Pilgrims in Leiden, ot through one of the London investors thnt were underwriting the
vovage.

THE PREVATLING THEORY: ECKINGTON, CO. WORCESTER

‘The most popular theory on the origin of George Soule has him ceming from
Fokington, co. Warcester. This theory was worked primarily by O.L. Ridlon and € harl-:s
E. Buanks through the 19205, and was finther investigated hy Mils Wilkes ahout 1985."
Thaugh none of the researchers came Lo any conclusive conclusion, both Ridlon and
Buanks ollered tentalive theories and suggestions, which aver the infervening 75 years
have often boen presented as if thev were documented fact. A closer examination ol the
Tekington Soules is thus a necessary beginning-point [or any investigation,

A carcful examination of the records nf Fekington, co. Worcester, reveal that
there are three different George Soule™s living there in the late 16™ and carly P
centurics. Rescarch is hampered somewhat by the fact that the parish registers for
Fekingian do not begin until 1678, and only the pre-Mayflower years of 1612, 16135, and
1617 are available in Bishop's Transcripts. So mast of the information about the Soule
family of Fckingten eomes from probate and manor records.

Let us now tzke a look al cach of these three Georges, to determing if any meet
Ihe nevessary qualifications to have been the Mayflower passenger.

GEORGE SOULE, SON OF ROHERT SOULE, SALTER OF LONDON.

(in 5 Fehruary 1580, Robert Soule “citizen and salter vf London™ sold ta his
bruther Thomas his lands § in Eckington, co. Warcester, The deed was witnessed by his
song Kdward and Genrge,'” (n 20 September (381, George Soule of Evesham leascd
land in Gekinglon and the noighboring parish of Birlingham."' On 17 August 1583.
George Soule had a daughter Mury hoptized at All Saints, Evesham. This is his only
child of record for him. Robert Soule was a gentleman, and had his coar of arms
confirmed by the College of Arms in Londoen on 18 Tune 1391, ¥ Robert Soule sulter,
made oul his will, proved |7 April 1595 at S1. Giles Cripplegate, London." 1n his will,
he bequeaths son Goorge £10, and mentions George had received a “great house or inn™
at Evcsham, co. Worcester.
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“This George Soule could pot be the MapfJower passeager. He was an adull in
1580, so clearly was horn well outside the 1596- 1599 window coleulated previausly. It
hus been suggesied that perhaps he had a son George. But there is no record of any such
som. Additionally, this George Soule had a fairly high sacial status and weaith, being the
son of an armorial gentleman and having received a “preat house or inn.™ If he ever did
bave a son {George, he wonld not make a likely candidate to have been a manscevant to
Edward Winslow.

GEORGE SQULE. SON OT ROBERT SOULE, [TUSBANDMAN OF ECKINGTOM

Un 5 February 161243, Robert Soule, husbandman of Eckinglon, made out his
will. He begueathed to wife Elizabeth his lease of land in Fckington, and upan her death
il was Lo transler o his son George. Son Thomas received & mall mill, cistern, and
watering trough, while san Robert received the ~residuc” of his peods that were not
otherwise disposed of. Daughters Alice Warde, Anne, and [leanar are also mentioned.
An estalc inventory was tnade on 12 March 161273, and the will was proved the nexd day,
13 March 1612/3." On 10 Qctober 1613, George Soule and his mother Tilizaberh signed
a leasc of land in Eckington.”

Charles Banks noted that this Gieorge “answers hest of all the candidares the
demands of identification, in puint of time, lovalily and relationship to a Sole lﬂmh’
which had cantact with Govermnor Winslaw both in Landon and Worcestershire. ™ Nils
Wilkes Lh:m:{ed this man as “Georyge 7Pilgrim? on his tree of the Soule families of
bckmgmn \

However, this Georpe Soule is almost certainly not the Mayflower passenger. He
sipned # lease agrecment in October 1613, which would indicatle he was 21 years ol age
or older ar the time. This puts his birth at somenime befare 1592, His hrather Thomas—
presurnably d younger brother since he received only a malt mill, cistern and watering
rrough in his father’s will—was marricd on 2 May 1606 to Winifred Moore. If younper
brother Thomas was married in 1606, then he was prohably about 23 years old. putting
his birth at 1581-1384—s0 this would push George’s birth to sometine betare 1584 at
least. Once again, this is far toa old to have been the Mayvflower passenger. In addition,
as will be discussed under the next George Soule, this man was probably sull living in
Fekington an 3! Aupgust 1647, ‘

GEORGE SOULE “THE YOUNGFER” OF ECKINGTON, MOLECATCHER
On 5 Tune 1631, Cekington parish registers record the marriage of George Soule

to Susan Mash. 1f he were aboul 25 when be marricd, this George would have been burn
about 1606 right ahout the same time period that Thomas Soule. mentioned abave, was
married to Winifred Moore. Because of the timing, | therefore suspeet this Geotpe i
prohahly the son of George Saule discussed ahove. Gearge and Susan had a daughter
Franoes baptized on 13 November 1636 ut Eckington. A lew years earlier, the purish
registers record the marriage of Grizzigon Soulc to Thomas Roberts on 2 February 1627,

" worcester Records Oice, Consistory Court of Worcester 1612: 1491,
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Grizagon was perhaps George's sister. On 13 February 163374, George Soule,
molecateher of Eckington, had a legal dispute with Mary Taylor, Mary was ordered ti
keep the peace with ("Enrge and Glearyge signed a release indicating Mary had paid her
debi for nwh::cau.hmg On 9 June 1637, George Soule was in lmub!u for having stolen
a sheep from Thomas Raoberts  presumably his brother-in-law."™ Apparently the family
dlspulL was mended, because George was 8 wilness 1o Thomas Roberts” will in February
1643

On 31 August 1647, George Soule “lhe younger™ is listed on un du,ounlul men of
Fekington that were quartermf._, froops amd hors&s during the English Civil War*'

Decause he is reterred to as “the younger.” we can presume there was an older George
Soule stilt Yiving in Eckington at the time: probably Georpe’s father Georpe, a3 1
surmised ahave. Since both Georges are living in Eckinglon in 1647, they nbviously
were not lhe Mupflower passengers. Younger George made vul his will on 17 Oclober
1651, proved ten vears lawer on 22 une 1661, His will mentinm wife Susanna, and
daughter Frances, as well as kinsman Thomas son of Thomas.™ 1 presume that is
‘Thomas, son of his uncle I'homas.

These three George Soules (son of Robert 1he sakter; son of the Robert the
hushandman; and the molecatcher), can thus all be climinated as candidates for the
Mayflower passenger, because they were either too old, or still Hving in lckington afier
Ihe M flower’s departure. There are 1o other kyown George Soules in any Eckinglon
records. Therefore, we must discard the theory he was from P,ckmgtnn and move on o
search for his origins clsewhere in England.

I'here are more George Soules somewhat to the west of Eckingron in the parishes
of Derrow, Dymack, and Redmarly [D* Abitot, in co. Woreester, as well as Asperdon, co.
Herelord, Addidenally, there are some George Soules living in Flitwick and Tingrith, co.
Bedford, which is not too far from tlenlow, the origing of the MayIawer Tilley, Samson,
and Cooper familics; and the Bedlordshire Soules appear o have reached across into
northern en, Herilord, into the parishes where Adapflower passenger Richard Warren is
thought to have vriginaled. These lamilics will be invesliguted as this rescarch, funded
by the Soule Kindred of America, progresses,

Culed Jubnson is the author and webmaster of the MavflowerHisiorv.com website. o

- wehsite he has vescarched and maintained for the past eight years. e previeusly has

discovered the bnglisk origing of Mayllower passenger Stephen Hopkins, and this last

year discovered the origine of MayfNower passenger Peter Brovime. e is curressly

working on @ book, The Maylower and [ler Passengers, due our in August 2005, Hiy
research into the ancestey af CGrearge Sevile s heing funded by the Scowle Kindved of
America. Simon Neal of High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, is accessing English records.,
and transtating them where necessary, i support of this praject, Simon is a nofed
geneatogist and records researcher in England, has an M A. in Lotin, and has worked
with Caleh o several Mayower-refated projects in the pasi.
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